[Surgical treatments of preoperative unsuspected gallbladder carcinoma].
To explore the surgical treatment of preoperative unsuspected gallbladder carcinoma (UGC) and its prognosis. Eighteen patients of UGC admitted in our hospital from January 1996 to December 2003 were analyzed retrospectively. The clinicopathological characters and surgical treatment of UGC patients were compared with the preoperative diagnosed gallbladder carcinoma (DGC) patients admitted in the same period. The cumulative survival rate of the patients received radical resection in two groups was analyzed by Kaplan-Meier method. The serous layer was not invaded by tumor in 10 patients of UGC group (55.5%, 10/18), while the serous layer invaded and regional lymph node metastasis were detected in 39 patients of DGC group (90.7%, 39/43). Radical resection rate was 72.2% (13/18) in UGC group and 39.5% (17/43) in DGC group, and 5-year survival rates in those with radical resection were 54.6% and 23.5%, respectively (chi(L)(2) = 16.33, P < 0.01). Compared with the patients underwent palliative operation, the patients with radical resection has a longer median survival time (43.3 months vs 10.5 months, chi(L)(2) = 31.10, P < 0.01). The prognosis of UGC is better than that of DGC generally. Reoperation for UGC should be performed as soon as possible, and the prognosis can be improved by radical resection.